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Common Data Set Definitions
All definitions related to the financial aid section appear at the end of the Definitions document.

Items preceded by an asterisk (*) represent definitions agreed to among publishers which do not appear on 
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* Career and placement services: A range of services, including (often) the following: coordination of visits of 
employers to campus; aptitude and vocational testing; interest inventories, personal counseling; help in 
resume writing, interviewing, launching the job search; listings for those students desiring employment and 
those seeking permanent positions; establishment of a permanent reference folder; career resource materials.

Carnegie units: One year of study or the equivalent in a secondary school subject.
Certificate: See Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma.
Class rank: The relative numerical position of a student in his or her graduating class, calculated by the high 
school on the basis of grade-point average, whether weighted or unweighted.
College-preparatory program: Courses in academic subjects (English, history and social studies, foreign 
languages, mathematics, science, and the arts) that stress preparation for college or university study. 

Common Application: 
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Differs by program (calendar system): A calendar system classification that is used by institutions that have 
occupational/vocational programs of varying length. These schools may enroll students at specific times 
depending on the program desired. For example, a school might offer a two-month program in January, 
March, May, September, and November; and a three-month program in January, April, and October.

Diploma: See Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma.
Distance learning: An option for earning course credit at off-campus locations via cable television, internet, 
satellite classes, videotapes, correspondence courses, or other means.
�'�R�F�W�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S�� A Ph.D. or other doctor's degree that requires advanced work 
�E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V���O�H�Y�H�O�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���R�I���D���G�L�V�V�H�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K����
or the planning and execution of an original project demonstrating substantial artistic or scholarly achievement. 
Some examples of this type of degree may include Ed.D., D.M.A., D.B.A., D.Sc., D.A., or D.M, and others, as 
designated by the awarding institution.

�'�R�F�W�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�����$���G�R�F�W�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���W�K�D�W���L�V���F�R�Q�I�H�U�U�H�G���X�S�R�Q���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��
providing the knowledge and skills for the recognition, credential, or license required for professional practice. 
The degree is awarded after a period of study such that the total time to the degree, including both pre-
professional and professional preparation, equals at least six full-time equivalent academic years. Some of 
�W�K�H�V�H���G�H�J�U�H�H�V���Z�H�U�H���I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\���F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���³�I�L�U�V�W���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�´���D�Q�G���P�D�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�����&�K�L�U�R�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�����'���&�����R�U���'���&���0��������
Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.); Law (L.L.B. or J.D.); Medicine (M.D.); Optometry (O.D.); Osteopathic Medicine 
(D.O); Pharmacy (Pharm.D.); Podiatry (D.P.M., Pod.D., D.P.); or, Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.), and others, as 
designated by the awarding institution.

�'�R�F�W�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���R�W�K�H�U�����$���G�R�F�W�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���W�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���G�R�F�W�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H������
�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���R�U���D���G�R�F�W�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H�������S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H��

Double major: Program in which students may complete two undergraduate programs of study 
simultaneously.
Dual enrollment: A program through which high school students may enroll in college courses while still 
enrolled in high school. Students are not required to apply for admission to the college in order to participate.
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First-time student: A student attending any institution for the first time at the level enrolled. Includes students 
enrolled in the fall term who attended a postsecondary institution for the first time at the same level in the prior 
summer term. Also includes students who entered with advanced standing (college credit earned before 
graduation from high school).
First-time, first-year (freshman) student: A student attending any institution for the first time at the 
undergraduate level. Includes students enrolled in the fall term who attended college for the first time in the 
prior summer term. Also includes students who entered with advanced standing (college credits earned before 
graduation from high school).
First-year student: A student who has completed less than the equivalent of 1 full year of undergraduate 
work; that is, less than 30 semester hours (in a 120-hour degree program) or less than 900 contact hours.

Freshman: A first-year undergraduate student.
*Freshman/new student orientation: 
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Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma: Includes the following three IPEDS definitions for 
�S�R�V�W�V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�\���D�Z�D�U�G�V�����F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�H�V�����D�Q�G���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�V���R�I���Y�D�U�\�L�Q�J���G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�G�L�W���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���K�R�X�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�²

Less Than 1 Academic Year:  Requires completion of an organized program of study at the postsecondary 
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Resident alien or other eligible non-citizen: A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States 
and who has been admitted as a legal immigrant for the purpose of obtaining permanent resident alien status 
(and who holds either an alien registration card [Form I-551 or I-151], a Temporary Resident Card [Form I-
688], or an Arrival-Departure Record [Form I-94] with a notation that conveys legal immigrant status, such as 
Section 207 Refugee, Section 208 Asylee, Conditional Entrant Parolee or Cuban-Haitian).

�5�R�R�P���D�Q�G���E�R�D�U�G�����F�K�D�U�J�H�V���²�R�Q���F�D�P�S�X�V����Assume double occupancy in institutional housing and 19 meals 
per week (or maximum meal plan).
Secondary school record (as admission factor): Information maintained by the secondary school that may 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���V�X�F�K���W�K�L�Q�J�V���D�V���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���K�L�J�K���V�F�K�R�R�O���W�U�D�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�����F�O�D�V�V���U�D�Q�N�����*�3�$�����D�Q�G���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���D�Q�G���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�R�U��
recommendations.
Semester calendar system: A calendar system that consists of two semesters during the academic year with 
about 16 weeks for each semester of instruction. There may be an additional summer session.

Student-designed major: A program of study based on individual interests, designed with the assistance of 
an adviser.
Study abroad:  Any arrangement by which a student completes part of the college program studying in 
another country. Can be atT
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�
���9�H�W�H�U�D�Q�¶�V���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�L�Q�J����Helps veterans and their dependents obtain benefits for their selected program and 
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���W�K�H���9�H�W�H�U�D�Q�¶�V���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����0�D�\���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q��
from the military to a civilian life.
* Visually impaired: Any person whose sight loss is not correctable and is sufficiently severe as to adversely 
affect educational performance.
Volunteer work (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students for activity done on a 
volunteer basis (e.g., tutoring, hospital care, working with the elderly or disabled) as a service to the 
community or the public in general.
Wait list: List of students who meet the admission requirements but will only be offered a place in the class if 
space becomes available. 
Weekend college:  A program that allows students to take a complete course of study and attend classes only 
on weekends. 
White: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.

�
���:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���F�H�Q�W�H�U����Center with programs, academic activities, and/or services intended to promote an 
understanding of the evolving roles of women.
Work experience (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students who have been employed 
prior to application, whether for relevance to major, demonstration of employment-related skills, or as 
�H�[�S�O�D�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���D�Q�G���H�[�W�U�D�F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�D�U���U�H�F�R�U�G��
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Note: Suggested order of precedence for counting non-need money as need-based:
Non-need institutional grants
Non-need tuition waivers
Non-need athletic awards
Non-need federal grants
Non-need state grants
Non-need outside grants
Non-need student loans
Non-need parent loans
Non-need work
Non-need-based self-help aid : Loans and jobs from institutional, state, or other sources for which a student 
need not demonstrate financial need to qualify.
Work study and employment : Federal and state work study aid, and any employment packaged by your 
institution in financial aid awards.
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